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l. 'n 2 recent converzetion with Uolomml Critehbfield, Cnief,
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eguipmemt, coaslrt of ihe biomest, latest and best models of avellable
tmarican eqaipaent. Swer (f thlrs firet rate equipment ‘& deliverwd
to Jmrweeyy only it euffleient guertity te equir ope Giviston, this
et, W sll awene, be the firrt divieion Yo be oguipped., Thle
wsssare rlobe woul? do mmer Lo wosian the charpee of tlw oprovemts of

recil’ terisation Lhet the Urfites Figler conriders e “erustc of
Seamnat Podder' &r will Lecue Lo oviy second clese and ousolate
e Lpwest.,

2. Ctplome) TriteuMeld s pured emersl tens nrer tawi his viess
or 4 s motter woulc tw bDeonrit o rour eitertion. ‘onerel Teuasoott
‘mtendr e disruss trer with avpropriste .. irmy o floers n barupe.
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LGFA=4284, 17 Oot, -1945, Subject: Contaotw with Former Ggoerale & Views on
Remiliterizations »

4, Om his conversations with Utility and Horn, the following wes volune
teered by ' s+ The meeting was arranged by Grollmann, The initiative came
from the two geddrals and | wes happy to meet them, also in light of our
previo.s disoussions on the two Foentlemen, The conversation dealt almost
exclusively with the Soviet militery und communist dangers, Internal political

roblems, including Zipper's inclusion in U growth, were not discussed.
6 Jeuphasized that his mesting with Utility did not indicate endorsement
of his organization. Rather, it was onc in & series of meotings[:_ _Jhas
had, and intends to have, with military figures who are likely to g ein pro=
minence agein in the futuee, und/or from whose technical kmowledge he himself

night benefit.

Se¢ Thero 1s no question that Utility and Horn made an excellemt
impresgsion on lC._ ~J Be_repeated twice during our conversation: "Ach, der
Horne das 18t ein Kopf8"[. ) scid that Eorn and Utility, alamg with
cafile, Speidel, snd saue others, will undoubtedly have high positions im
a future German defenge setup, but stated positively that this question was
not discussed, ({ - commenmted on the epparent respect with which Horm
treated Utilitye From this, almost as much as from their conversetion,

eoncluded that Utility must be en authority in his field.

6e (] other recent military visitors included.forner Colonel

Gemeral Heinrich Gottfried von V_itinghoff (persona grata with the SPD for
nearly a yeer), Cafila (several tfmes). on edmirel (whose name (_ jmen-
tioned but I forgot), snd on 10 October former Generals Hand Speidel and
Hermern Foertsch, vhose visit was arranged by Aoting Bundestag president
Carlo Sohnid. C Jhintod that he also net Halder and seid that he
planned to invite vuderian for a visite (It appears that Guderian's und

'} parents vore neighbors for many yearss However, C _]never net
the l0-years older generuls.)

7« To come back to Speidel and Foertsch: the two passed through Bonn
agtor the Trior meeting of the "Arbeltsstab" und wanted to roport the dovelopw
ments bore () (It was not clear whether they comtacted C_  |m
behalf of the irvelilstub,) They stayed with for nearly five heurs
until 2, a,m, Speidel and Foertsch have made an excellent impression om the
SFD leader. In addition to the usual military topics, Speidel brought up ths
question of the current mudeslinging among fommer Germsn g eneralg. In

opinion this was not a very serious matter, As soon as the situa=-
tion shapes up and formal governmental authority is established in military
natters, the gemerals will ¢ clm domme. In the meanwhile the best thing to do
is to discowmt cherges ond counter-charges. (Itold( that the Americans
wore also concerned sbout this situation and we regret that various former
officers were being slandered with statements to the effect that they were
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Ameriomn or British agents. C‘ answered that he, too, has often been
acoused of being an agent of ke British, the Ameriouns, and the Russiang ==
depending on the identity of the nocuser == and he did not see why anybody
shoudl take these and similar charges seriously. - He certainly did not.)

8e Among the former generals who visited him recently, C :-]said.
veidel md Hom wore intellectually the most impressive, This; howsver,
Dmstened to add, was no reflection on the capabilities of the others.
According toC " Gpollmann, too, belonged to the category of promising .
future leaders.

- 9¢ Inflosing the "military” side of our oonversation.c stated
that he oonsidered the above mentioned former generals experss in militery
field, whose technical knowe=how and oxperience should be of use to Upgrowth.
In addition, they seem to be gemiinoly pro-fWestern in thelir ideology, which

tains, 18 essential for possible future assigmment within the
Pemewdork of an Atlantic army. gﬁt _) xuphasized that Lis coztacts withons
or the other of these generals not be viewed as plitical endorsement
of the individual, As far as he is comcerned, C canoluded, hs will
always be willing to talk with intelligent persons of whatever political
persuasion, provided the individual concerned does not attempt to mislead him.
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